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colony, and after providing homes for his childrens to
return to his former occupation on the high seas; but
he also determined not to leave without receiving the
pay which the agents had agreed to give for his im-
provements.

" Oh yes," said they, in answer to his repeated soli-
citations, "you shall "be paid, certainly, certainly; you
shall be paid every farthing." But when the appointed
day came for the pompous land agents to ride through
the settlement, you might see Smith station himself at
first one and then another conspicuous place on the
road, hoping they would have the magnanimity to
stop and pay him, especially, as he had informed them
of his destitute and almost desperate condition, with
eight young children to maintain, and no means to do
so. after giving up to them the farm. Before them as
usual rode their body servant, of whom Smith would
inquire at what hour the agents might be expected.
And most blandly would he be informed of some
particular hour, when perhaps, within . the next ten
minutes, the lordly agent would fly past him, on their
foaming steeds, with the speed of a "lightning train."
This course they repeated again and again. One day,
when all of the land agents rode through the settle-
ment in this manner, Smith followed them on foot
over fifty miles. He at last intercepted them, and they
promised with the coolest indifference, that on a cer-
tain day, not far distant, they would certainly pay hime sum of money to Mr.their sight, &c.ascolony.
